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In May, there was an announcment event that
showcased how Indiana University of Pennsylvania

College of Osteopathic Medicine earned pre-
accreditation status from the American Osteopathic

Association's Commission on Osteopathic College
Accreditation. This means that IUP can now open

enrollment for the College for the ‘27-’28 school year.
Senator Fetterman has supported the previously-
proposed College since the beginning of his term

through appropriations and advocacy.

Our office toured the Donjon
Shipbuilding and Repair facility

headquartered in Erie. The company
has been a component of Donjon

Marine for over half a century and has
provided marine salvage, dredging,

marine transportation, recycling,
demolition, heavy-lift, and other

related services. The facility boasts a
1,250 foot dock, which is longer than

four football fields. The dry dock is one
of only two dry docks on the Great

Lakes.  The shipyard is located on 44
acre and has more than 200,000
square feet of production area.
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CONTACT CASEWORK

Johnathan H. from Butler County contacted our office for assistance obtaining
a Consular Report of Birth Abroad for his son.

“My fiancé gave birth to our son in her native country of the Philippines as we awaited her K-1 Visa. Once
our son was born, we attempted to obtain his CRBA (Consular Report of Birth Abroad). We were able to

obtain all required documents except for his official government birth certificate, which can take up to a
year in the Philippines. If we didn’t get his documentation in a timely manner, my fiancé’s visa would have

expired, and we would have had to do the entire visa process all over again, which would take precious
time away from my family and result in over a year of delays.

 
“I went down several avenues to have the birth certificate requirement waived but to no avail. I was then
recommended to reach out to Senator Fetterman’s Office for assistance. They assisted me within a half

hour of my initial email, and the entire process took just a week. Due to the hard work of Senator
Fetterman and his office, the birth certificate requirement was waived, and my fiancé and son will be able
to come to the United States shortly and reunite my family. Thank you so much to Senator Fetterman and

his office for making this happen for us. It would not have been possible without [their] assistance.”
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CHANGES TO THE DIRECT EXPRESS®
PROGRAM

The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Bureau of the Fiscal
Service has selected Fifth Third Bank as the new financial agent
for the Direct Express® program. 

With this change, Fifth Third Bank will take over program
operations from Comerica Bank. New enrollments with Fifth
Third Bank will begin in May 2026, and the transition for existing
customers will start in Summer 2026. Beneficiaries will receive
advance notice and new debit cards from Fifth Third Bank. It is
important for beneficiaries to keep their contact information up
to date to ensure they receive all communications.

For any questions about the Direct Express® program or the
transition, please visit the Direct Express® contact page. The
Social Security Administration will continue to assist with
benefit payment inquiries.

VA RESOURCE ROADSHOWS
Stop by a Resource Road Show this
summer to learn about VA programs,
benefits, and services. VA staff will
provide information on topics that
include chaplain services, suicide
prevention, community care,
outpatient pharmacy and more.
Veterans, their families, caregivers, and
survivors are all welcome and
encouraged to attend. If you’re not
already enrolled in VA healthcare, you
can bring your DD214 (discharge
papers) and 2025 household income
information to apply.

G.I. JOBS/MILITARY FRIENDLY
VIRTUAL JOB FAIR

GI Jobs and Military Friendly are hosting a virtual job fair
with dozens of recruiters from companies of all sizes.

These recruiters know the value of hiring veterans and
military spouses, and they’re looking for you to join their

ranks.

June 25 | 12-4 p.m.
Register: Virtual Job Fair

SHOWCASE FOR COMMERCE

Staff attended Showcase for Commerce, hosted by the
Cambria Regional Chamber of Commerce and Johnstown
Area Regional Industries. Showcase for Commerce connects
elected officials and government agencies with local and
regional businesses to foster economic growth and
procurement opportunities.

USPS JUNE
CAREER FAIRS

Every Friday 1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Eastern PA Virtual Job Fair

 Join: Zoom Link

TRAVEL HELP

July 8 | 1-4 p.m. | Fayette County
George C. Marshall Amvets Post 103
123 Buttermilk Lane
Hopwood, PA 15445

June 22 | 1-4 p.m. | Beaver County
Baden American Legion Post 641
271 State St.
Baden, PA 15005
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LEGISLATIVE  UPDATE

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMONWEALTH?WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMONWEALTH?WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMONWEALTH?

Fetterman Leads Pennsylvania Colleagues In Letter of Support for Farmers

U.S. Senator John Fetterman (D-PA) led members of the Pennsylvania delegation in a
bipartisan letter to USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins to request Secretarial Disaster

Designation after unprecedented spring weather events led to devastating economic loss
for the Commonwealth’s farmers.Pennsylvania is a leader in the U.S. agriculture
industry, and as a member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Senator

Fetterman has continued to advocate for federal support for Pennsylvania farmers and
their families.

READ MORE

Made-In-America Hydropower Bill Signed Into Law by President Trump

Pennsylvania was awarded nearly $12,000,000 in 18 Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC) Partnerships for Opportunity and
Workforce and Economic Revitalization (POWER) Initiative grants. 

U.S. Senators John Fetterman (D-PA) and Steve Daines (R-MN) announced that their
Build More Hydro bill has been signed into law by President Trump. The bill, S.1020,

allows the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to approve six-year
extensions for hydropower projects licensed before 2020. 

“I’m proud to see our bipartisan Build More Hydro bill signed into law. This extension for our hydro
projects keeps domestic energy production in our commonwealth—yet another reminder of the production
powerhouse that Pennsylvania has always been. I’m grateful for the partnership with Senator Daines and

his work to help get this across the finish line,” said Senator Fetterman.

READ MORE

A WIN FOR THE COMMONWEALTH !!A WIN FOR THE COMMONWEALTH !!

Fetterman, Cornyn Introduce Bill to Give American Energy Producers
Certainty, Safeguard Against Anti-LNG Policies

U.S. Senators John Fetterman (D-PA) and John Cornyn (R-TX) introduced the LNG
Export Security Act, which would amend current law to provide certainty to American
energy producers and ensure administrations regardless of party cannot take advantage
of vague language to enact policies that stifle liquified natural gas (LNG) production
and exports or harm American ratepayers.
Read More

FEMA Releases Nearly $600 Million in Delayed Healthcare Funds

Following an April 29th letter from U.S. Senator John Fetterman (D-PA), the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
today announced the release of nearly $600 million in delayed reimbursements for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The funding will provide critical support to hospitals
that took on significant out-of-pocket costs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
disbursement of this funding is essential for their continued operations.
Read More

Fetterman Leads Colleagues in Reintroducing Bill to Protect Washington’s Trail

U.S. Senator John Fetterman (D-PA) led his colleagues in reintroducing the bipartisan,
bicameral Washington’s Trail — 1753 National Historic Trail Feasibility Study Act to
direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a feasibility test to designate
Washington’s Trail as a national historic trail.
Read More
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